
The Benefits of Donating Securities

Your donors benefit from the standard 
federal and provincial charitable tax credits, 
PLUS the capital gain is eliminated resulting in 
a larger tax credit. 

Your charity benefits as you receive this 
donation through CanadaHelps in cash. 

No brokers
No extra fees
No extra receipting
Bigger donations!



Example: The Mechanics

Avoid the 
capital gains tax. 

Give more. 
Get more back.

Sell Shares 
and Donate Cash

Donate 
the Shares

Fair market value of shares $10,000 $10,000

Adjusted cost base of shares $4,000 $4,000

Capital gain $6,000 $6,000

Income inclusion for capital gain 
($6,000 x 50% of gain x 45% tax rate) $1,350 $0

Amount going to charity $8,650 $10,000

Charitable tax receipt $8,650 $10,000

Tax credits for gift at 45% $3,892.50 $4,500

Tax savings after offsetting tax on 
capital gain

$2,542.50 
($3892.50 - $1,350)

$4,500

Avoid the 
capital gains tax. 

Give more. 
Get more back.



What kind of securities can donors give?

Donation of Publicly-Traded Securities 

Gifts to all charities: charitable organizations, 
public foundations, and private foundations. 

Gifts of securities listed on prescribed public 
exchange, as well as bonds, mutual fund units and 
shares.

We can accept securities from any country, but 
the funds will be converted to CAD when sent to 
your charities. You will always receive a Canadian 
tax receipt.



IW¶V eaV\ WR dR! 

1. Visit CanadaHelps.org, search for your 
favourite charity and click ͞DŽnaƚe 
SecƵƌiƚieƐ͟ on CanadaHelps.org and complete 
a short online pledge form. 

2. Complete the letter of authorization 
and submit to your broker. You can download 
this on pledge confirmation page. We attach 
it to the email confirmation. If pledge still 
open we send 7 and 14 day reminders to you 
& broker. 

3. CanadaHelps does the rest to facilitate the 
of the security, confirming sale details and 
providing a tax receipt to you and disbursing 
funds to your intended charity or charities. 

CaQada¶V OaUgeVW RQOLQe mutual fund & securities donation platform. 

Explains the 
process, timelines, 

and answers 
FAQs. 



If you donor is a direct investor.

We¶Ye goW \oX coYeUed!
Our letter of direction and process includes the information needed to fill 
out the online forms of the direct investing platforms. 



Receipt Valuation

Your charitable tax receipt is based on the 
closing price on the day the security was 
received by CanadaHelps͛ broker
*The tax receipt is NOT for proceeds of sale.

Treatment of gifts: 
� Canadian best practice is to sell 

immediately and distribute to charity.
� Sale price of securities has no effect on 

tax receipt.



Please remember! 

� We have changed providers in 2019 so you cannot 
use last year s͛ form͘ 

� Gifts of public securities must be donated ͞in 
kind͟ in order to qualify for elimination of gain. 

� Be sure your broker does not sell before 
transferring. 

� Physical securities certificates are a significant 
challenge for the electronic transfer process ʹ so 
please call ahead with plenty of time before any 
deadline you may have for donating.

� If your security or mutual fund takes the form of a 
physical certificate, the minimum value is $2,000, 
since it must first be converted to a ͞digital 
format͘͟  



Securities vs. Mutual Fund Donations

� CanadaHelps accepts mutual fund donations 
as part of our in-kind donation program. 

� BEWARE! Mutual funds take longer to 
process and sell ʹ a consideration for your 
donor conversations around year-end gifts.

� It is always recommended that you 
encourage your donors to consult an advisor 
before making a gift of securities.



Timing

� CanadaHelps cannot guarantee donations will be processed for a 2020 
tax receipt after Thursday December 17th BUT our team is working 
on gifts right up until the end of the year! 

� Be clear about timing of donation, in-kind donations take longer than 
cash gifts to transfer, liquidate
and receipt.

� We can͛t direct timing of trades but we sell 
right away.



About CanadaHelps

Vision:
We envision a society in which all Canadians are committed to giving and participating in the 
charitable sector, and in which all charities, regardless of size, have the capacity to increase their 
impact.

Mission:
To inform, inspire, and connect donors and charities, and to democratize access to effective 
technology and education in the charitable sector.

For charities, CanadaHelps builds effective and affordable fundraising technology, and provides 
free training and education so that all charities, regardless of size, have the capacity to increase 
their impact and succeed in the digital age. 

For Canadians,www.canadahelps.org is a convenient, safe and trusted, one stop destination for 
donating to (once, monthly, or gifts of securities), fundraising for, or learning about any charity in 
Canada.
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